
Did you receive one of those common holiday plants this year like

poinsettia, amaryllis or Christmas cactus? Would you like to save it but just

aren’t sure how to keep plants alive, yet blooming again?  Well here are

some tips on how to save those festive plants and see them live for another

holiday season.  

Poinsettia plants like to be in the sunniest part of your home, but away from any drafts or heater vents.

The colored leaves, or bracts, will retain their hues by being in cooler temps from 50 to 70 degrees

Fahrenheit. Make sure that you give proper drainage and poke holes in the bottom of any wrapping it

came with.  Your Poinsettia will like a bit of fertilizer every couple of weeks, and to get it to bloom again

by next Christmas you’ll want to prune it in early June. In September place your plant in a cool, dark

place for 14 hours a day, and by November you should start to see those colored bracts coming back.

There are many colors to choose from, and the best selection will be at your local nursery.

 Another holiday favorite is Amaryllis. These plants do not like

direct sunlight when in bloom. They need good drainage in a

container not much bigger than the bulb, but sturdy enough

to hold this 1 to 2 foot tall plant with 6 to 10 inch blooms. Cut

the bloom stalk off after it has withered. Then just water the

plant as you would any houseplant, and put outside if you

choose to for the summer. In the fall you should bring the

plant inside and reduce watering. You can store the plants in

a dark and cool, but not freezing, area and trim off the foliage

once it has fully died back. Like most bulbs it is crucial to let

the leaves die back on the plant to nourish the bulb. After 8

to 12 weeks you can bring the plants out and place in a well-lit area.

Finally there is the Christmas Cactus. This leggy succulent produces

masses of blooms if given the right conditions. The trick to gettingthis

cactus to bloom is to give it bright, indirect light, fertilize and water

lightly. You do not want to overwater, but it also likes more water than

other cactus plants, so check the soil and don’t let it dry out completely. 

 Like the previous two plants this one likes a bit of darkness, but not

quite as much. It needs to receive around 9 hours of bright light a day,

and 60 degree nights for 6 weeks. Once the buds appear you want to

stop fertilizing and cut back on the watering slightly to let it dry out

between watering. Do not move the plant once it starts to bud, but once

in bloom you can move to a display location that does not get too much

direct light. 

  

     I hope these tips help you keep and enjoy these festive plants        

 throughout the year, and for the next holiday season!
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